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‘Lockdown, Riots & the French Revolution’ 
 
Prof John Rao talks to Joseph Shaw: shownotes 
 
John Rao received his DPhil from 
Oxford University, and for many years 
has been Associate Professor at St 
John’s University, New York. He is 
also the Director of the Roman Forum 
which was founded by Dietrich von 
Hildebrand. Among other things the 
Roman Forum organises an annual (in 
normal times) Summer Symposium in 
the northern Italian town of Gardone 
Riviera. This is a major gathering of 
traditionally-minded Catholic writers and academics from all over Europe and North 
America, whose proceedings have also appeared in book form, notably Luther and His 
Progeny which is edited by Dr Rao. 
 
A great many of Dr Rao’s talks can be downloaded (for a small fee) from the Keep the Faith 
website associated with the Latin Mass Magazine; the Roman Forum Church History 
Lectures are available on SoundCloud, and a huge number of articles and other writings can 
be found on the Dr Rao’s website For the Whole Christ. 
 
Dr Rao’s lectures have also found their way into book form, notably his Centenary 
Meditation on a Quest for Purification Gone Mad. Other recent books of his include a 
discussion of the history of the Church, Black Legends and the Light of the World and 
Removing the Blindfold: Nineteenth Century Catholics and the Myth of Modern Freedom. 


