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A0 Blessed Virgin Mary, Mot her
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Special EDUCATION

(As a cover for this ASilverc
focusing on education, we chose thiawing of the Annunciation of
Archangel Gabriel to the Most Holy Virgin Mary. It is the work of
6-yearold artist named Edith. She explained that Our Lady puts |
hand against her chest as shedithi was taught to do when
expecting a blessing durirkgply Mass. Our Lady is standing again:
the end of her bed, upon which her book with the Holy Scriptures
lies open. At her feet are a jar of water and a basket with a loaf c
bread. The square frame in between her and Archangel Gabriel
actually a windav showing the town of Nazareth, with one house
the left and four on the right, on either side of the main access tc
town centre.

In this issue:

Editorial: Education, from darkness to light
Plainly assessing Catholic education in England
St Anne teaching the Virgin Mary to read
Freedom andeducation in Europe

Value of Classics in education today

Liberal education and the conversion of England

of Godowmdi mumemoyptugomcEomglsaQdetemy ab

This is a very fitting reminder of the fact that the most intimate event
the Annunciation is not meant to remain piti, but rather starts the
process of the Redemption of the whole world, on behalf of which M
gives herself to God. Our Lady looks deeply recolledied features
and general posture expressing humility and abandonment to the hc
will of God. ArchangéGabriel kneels before the Woman who is abou
to become the Mothef his God, and thus his own Queen. He preser
her with a beautiful lily, symbol of the virginal conception of Our Lor(
through the power of the Holy Ghost, depicted as a dove radiaghtg |
above Our Lady. May all children in our country be granted to learn,
love and share their precious Catholic faith as little Edith did for us &
through this drawing. Ave Maria!)
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Editorial: Educaton, from darkness to light

what en@ In this25" issue ofDowry, we offer a the State has prosecuted genuine educators}

series of articles on this most important question. indermining the official creed and threatenir.¥%
is obvious toall that education is in crisis. With the immensecivil order i when in realitythat ficreed was :
majority of pupils in Catholic schools stopping to practice theitself a perversion of the natural law, and that ci\gs
religion on reacling adolescence, no encan deny that fiordeida tyrannical oppression of consciences.
Catholic educatiotoday is a failureSecular ducation in State Such violence can beflitted in the name of religignwhen
schools is nanore successful, as it forms citizens who proveven basic education is feared as an obstaclelegpotic
totally incapable of understanding natural law and aofontrol over the populatiornThiswas tragically manifestetil
promoting it. months agowhen the Muslim terroist group Boko Haam
Let us look first at the etymologylo fie-ducat® literally abductedhundreds of schoolgirls in Nigeria. Their leader said
means tofbring oubd, or flead fortld, from fi exfoutd and that fithe girls should not have been in school and instead
fiducer® fito lead . Thus, educati on i should have beensnmamedinae @irlsaas yourgtas mig are
someone else in a transit from one place to andtharsimply: suitable for marriage Similarly in Pakistan,in 2012 the
Johnny lies in his cradleand Mummy carries him to the Taliban shot in the heathe teenage gifIMalala Yousafzaj in
kitchen More deeply the transit is from one condition to retaliation for her activism forhildrends rights to education
another; or from one stage of lesser development to a stagdreferring to God to justifisuchcrimes is unacceptable. But
greater development. Thus, children are educated to becom@rse violence has been inflicted against educators and
adults. One assumes that the transit is for the b&tkrcation children in the name of the State. In 1937, within 5 days, Pope
must improve the person, not degrade or pervert hinRius XI issued two encyclicals condemning the twin
Education should assist the person in his developnmant totalitarian regimes of National Socialism and of Communism.
called for byhis human nature and hyis divine vocation. On 14 MarchMit Brennender Sorga&varnedGermanparents
The process issometimes painfulas Plato explains in his t h uan:edudation, hostil® Christ, is to profane the temple
famous Allegory of theCaven, where men are likened to of the childis soul consecrated by baptism, and extinguish the

What is education about? Who can educated to (Luke 23:2). More than once in human historfEra

prisoners facing the back of a cave, until a eternal light of the faith in Christ for the
philosopher leads them towards the real sake of counterfeit light alien to the Cross.
wor | d 0 uet swvhad evil nafurdlly [...] Yet do not forget this: none can free you

follow if the prisoners are released and GOdhath translated u  from the responsility God has placed on
disabused of their error. At first, when any into the kingdom of you over your children. None of your
of them is liberated and compelled suddenly - oppressors, who pretend to relieve you of
to stand up and turn higadround and walk the Sorof His love your duties can answer for you to the eternal

and look towards the light, he will suffer Judge, when he will askiwWhere are those |
sharp pains; # glare will distress him, and confided to you® May every one of you be
he will be unable to see the realities of whiah his former able to answerfiOf them whom thou hast given me, | have not
state he had seen the shadaws {The RepublicBook VII). lost any oné (John 189)0. On 19 MarchDivini Redemptoris

We d o n 6 tknow whetter $t ®aul had read Platchen denounced the fact that in USSRhe right of education is
writing to the I&thdeliverediusafrors the denaidd t& patents, fifor it is conceived as the exclusive
power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdompoérogative of the community, in whosame and by whose

the Son of his lovein whom we have redemption through hismandate alonp ar ent s may exer ci se th
blood, the remission of sids ( -14). R&ther, we caadmire | n 2015, many Western governr
that divine Providence allowethe natural wisdm of Plato, a are as disconnected from natural and religious laws as the two
pagan,to forebodefour centuries in advance the rising ofregimes denounced by p® Pius Xl.In fact, they implement
Christ, the true Sun of Justic®ur Blessed Lord Jesus is thefia dictatoship of relativismthat does not recognize anything
true Educator of mankind. He is the divine Teacher Who leads definitive and whose ultimate standard consists solely of
the human race out of sinfulness towards fulfilmémat is, to  ones own ego and desirééle, however, have a different goal:

the contemplation of the Most Holy Trinity. In its deepesthe Son of God, the true man. He is the measure of true
meaning, education is imitation of Christ the Truth Incarnatbumanisnd ( Car dphnRatzinged, ldomity before the
pedagogically unbinding souls from the snares ofdinal, the 2005 Conclave

fiFather ofliesd  ( J o h nand 8ntr@ddcing them to the Dear Friends, this provides a rather bleak prospect for at of
Kingdom of the fAFather of | inglhetd asiardntd,deahers ol cledgy in the beautiful mission
After Christ their Model, educators must know that theiof educatdbn in contemporary Britain! Butsince God has
mission may expose them to persecution from the evil onendowedmankind withthe dignity of prereaton, there is no
who hates to see his prey doubtthat Hevants all of os aduitsto caopesatw : raisimgrHis P
allegory, the wise man iput to deathby those who prefer children as saints through genuine Catholic education.
darknessi a reference to thesentencingo f Pl at o 06Arduommessimiestrnot deter us, if we trust in His grace, in the
Socrates, accused by the State authorities of corrupting yolghg experience of His Church éiin the intercession of His
through his impiety and his undemocratic vieMtscan be witnessesfiThe expense is reckoned, the enterprise is begun; it
noted that, si mi | ahelJgws charged i®aof Gaditit eabirot be withstbaw.n a | t

Christ with perverting the people andith threatening the | wish you a gracdilled Lentand Easter

political status quo Anidl they began to accuse him, sayingFr Armand de Malleray, FSSP M‘W

We have found this man perverting our nation, and forbiddirguperior of the English FSSP Apostolate,

to give tribute to Caesar, andysgg that he is Christ the i n gsi John Fisher House, Readiig,March2015 |
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Virgin and Child , Claus de Werve, French (Burgundy), ca. +44%7, New York, Metropolitan Museum of Art
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Plainly assessing Catholeclucation in England

A couple of young@atholic parents offer their reflexions education:choices, compromises and some green shoots

~ ive me the child, a nd st¢hoolvdespite alints undalibted merits, parentd mustscansider
n (St. Francis Xavier. If that is the case, then parentee compromise regarding the SSPX's canonical status.
of young childrenhave some urgent questions toThe Free School initiative initially gave rise to a great deal of
ask themselves. To whom are we giving our children? Whhabpe for Catholic edtation. The ability for a group of parents
sort of men will be returned to us? What can we do about ii? set up a school, funded by the state but bypassing the local
And should we even be using such a misogynistic, gendawuthority, seems ideal. However, all that glitters is not gold.

specific quotation? Only 50% of pupils can be required to be of a certain religion
That | ast quelsyt ioar iwawss,dtb weandtsimae thgse scHstare Juadedi by thé state, they need to
words have a clarity and sense of purpose that is completelypat o mot e t he i nfamous ABritish
odds wi t h t he Orwel lian j aathogtiesnseerh paatitularhyp leenvt@ thrget Freé Satfiolg 6 s

educational establishment. Even allowing for the somewh@&rindon Hall and the Durham Free School (two Christian free
pessimistic view of the modern world to whi€atholicsi  schools) have in the last montHezttively been shut down due
particularly those of a traditional behtare prone, the declinet o a | ack of o6understandingé
in educational institutions has been catastrophic, and thereld t h t he choices above, itods
no prospect of an improvement in the foreseeable future. Acloose to home school. But, heroic as those parents are, home
result, Catholic parents of young children are pmesg with a schooling cannot be the only way; there is too richstohy of
narrow set of choices when deciding how, and where, €@atholic education in this country to simply abandon schools to
educate their children. All of these choices involve significartheir fate.

compromises. Below is a basic overview of these choic@e solution must therefore be to start a new school. That is
(based mainly on personal experience, and only taking inéasy to write, less easy to do! But the situation outlined above

account he UK) and a plan to retake gives some starting points) It must be

some of the lost ground. . fe e paying; t hat d ¢
In the state sector, Catholic school compl et e insul ation
are subject to the increasingl ' L, " interference, but it gives the school the

intolerant rules and regulations thafs
the government and the various _J___“@
agencies impose. Most recently, thj
6Trojan Hor seb
extremist Islamist views were allowed

to flourish in certain Muslim schools)
has given government inspector
license to impose their version o
0British val uoels 8

greatest chance of the autonomy it
needs.b) The fees, however, must be
reasonable, so the school can be as
accessible as possible. Initialit, least,
this precludes a boarding school, where
the costs are going to be significantly
higher.c) It should start with a primary
school. Parents are more likely to take
‘a risk' at primary level, and classes can

quick glance at the news showsAus th (Pupils from FSSP boarding school visit be very small; they will fill up as the
the governmentds the Reading Oratory School.) s ¢thool grows and perhaps eventually
valuesd is not S | . afeed through to a secondary school.

feel comfortable tolerating. Even worse, Catholic schools aBome brave groups of parents have shown us a way forward in
often more than happy to dilute the Faith in search of motee past few years, adopting exactly this strategy and starting
funding or abetter OFSTED rating. In practice, this means thahdependent day schools with a strong Catholic identitgnih
pupils at Catholic state schools are increasingly exposed amund London. So we know this is possible; but parents need
exactly the ideas from which parents are trying to shield thein option outside London! For this, the following three are
childreni and under the gui se oifieeded:a) A €naall draup of peopke dvhocaset williagnte help
Indeed, some parentggfer to send their children to non spearhead this projectT h ey donot need t
Catholic schools, so that they can draw the line betweatthough the ed t eacher is crucial
secular education at school, and religious education athomeT hose who dondét teach can be
Independent Catholic schools are more autonomous and so ftardraising and governance, where a wide range of expertise
avoid the worst o they mimste maletaaviillebé sieedede &dm, progendyt to law, to accounting and
different set of compromises. There is demand from around tfieance.b) A building. As wdl as a venue for classes, this will
world for a British education, and so schools perceive a needpimvide a geographic focal point for the initiative, and bring the
of fer every possible b el | prajectdout of the reatmk @f thettheoreticah Badfordshirqg as@ml
Consequently, independent Catholic schools havedrééss to affordable county with good road and rail links to London, is a
eye watering levels well beyond the reach of a typical family, prime candidate for cwideration. There may also be a

let alone a typical Catholic family! And the need to findparticular location already available there) A religious
parents to pay these fees has driven Catholic schools to makganisation, to give spiritual direction to the project,
other compromiseonl y one Cat hol i c dmigigedthebsaceaments, argl previdéd insttutional strength to
is still single sex, and many actively encourage applicatiotise initiative.

fromnonCat hol i cs. So, t he mak e pave @ut thiprojedtandér she patmodagep of Bt daeseibh.
Catholic school is significantly different from twenty or thirtyanyone reading this is interested in such a school, or knows
years ago; a much wealthier set of friends for the child, andsameone who might, then ples=mait

diluted Catholic identity. As f or St . Mi ¢ hsgosepreducatiori@ymail.cBIis P X

¥ Q /
b A L




Dowry 1 Catholic periodical by the w Priestly Fraternity of Saint Pet@X°25, Spring2015)

St Anne teaching the Virgin Mary to read

Author: Nottingham workshop

England, 18 century

Polychrome alabaster

91 x35x 14 cm

Lisbon Museum of Ancient Art

Mediaeval English alabaster.

Mass produced by the workshops of thidlands, a
region that had Nottingham at its centre, these imag
were imported in significant quantities, in a cultural
context that saw Portugal drawing closer to Englant
tendency that was rendered official by the marriage
between Dom Jo&o | and iRppa of Lancaster in
1387.

One of the most familiar images of St. Anne is as
Mar y 6 s Inspiecohweitings such as the
Golden Legend anthe tradition based on them, i.e.,
that Mary spent the years between age 3 and pube!
in the temple, theris an equally strong tradition that
she spent those years at home, under the instructio
her mother.

From at least the 14th century, artists have shown ¢
Anne as the teacher of her daughter. That it should
thought necessary that Mary should iberéte is
interesting in itself. Th&ospel of Luke tells us that
Jesus read from thH&ook of Isaiahin the synagogue a
Nazareth (Luke 4:1-87). Therefore, it is apparently
assumed that Mary can read also. Indeed, she is
frequently pictured as teachiniget Infant Jesus to reau
in many works of medieval arts, such as a lovely ea
15th-century statue in thigletropolitan
Museumcollection. If Mary can read, then it is a
logical assumption that she was taught to read by h
mother, St. Anne.

So far, thesarliest images of St. Anne as teacher
appear to come from 14tingland. Due to the
destruction of most English religious art during the
Reformation and the later Republican period, the
surviving images are few and frequently in bad sha|
However, a numbreof wall paintings have emerged
from the layers of whitewash and plaster that cover
them and there are occasional survivals elsewhere.
example, the Cluny Museum in Paris owns a painte
wooden altar frontal from the parish church from
Thetford in Sufolk that is dated to about 1335.

Through the medium of illuminated manuscripts, the
image of St. Anne as teacher spread to the Contine
It is found in manuscripts from France and Spain ar
from the Low Countries, as well as in sculpture.

[http://imaginemdei.blogspot.co.uk/]
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Freedom and education in Europe

Anne Coffiniethas been living in the UK for several years with her husband, the French Consul in Edinburgh, and their children
A committed Catholic and high ranking civil servant and diplomat in her own right, Anne Coffinier chose to put her career on
hold and invest her energy helping fostereliable education for all. She started and stillryth®@ ndat i on ,pmivate | 6
institutional umbrellapromotingindependenschools. In 2013, 50 00&renchpupils atteneéd schools linked witlrondation pour

| 6 E cThis eepresents 601 schools, offering education to pupils of 5 to 18 years drenge Coffinier regularly speaks at
international conferenes and meets with government representatives. Website: http://www.fondationpourlecole.org/.

Below is a series of excerpts from the conference she gavé"@eptember 2014 in Madrid, as part of an international seminar

o n Chiistian Faith and the Futuod Europ® .

hat are the limits of educationg
freedom?
Should Scientologists have the righ

to open private schools? Should Muslims ha
the right to establish schools wheskaria law

is taught? Should secular schools have the ri
to inflict a Godless ideology on children? Is

not an act of violation toeng | e c't F:
spiritual needs, and a form of bullying t
chall enge a chil dbds
[...]

It is through little responsibilities at a schogq
level that future citizens learn to be reliable a

responsible for theommon good at aational
level.
From a practical point of view it is wort

prevented us from quoting th
here: http://www.catholicdays.eu/images/speeches/Anne_CoffinieEpgifhasis ours.

schools of the Jesuits, and the first State
primary schools in Franceere inspired
by the schools of the Christian Brothers.
The Church has to maintain her own
educational path. And this will benefit
even t he Statebs n
schools. Canon Law on this is clear:

Can 7941 The Church has in a special
way the duty ad the right of educating,
for itthasra diieinre mssipe &f helping all
to arrive at the fullness of Christian life.
-2 Pastors of souls have the duty of
making all possible arrangements so that
all the faithful may avail themselves of a
Catholiceducation.

[.]

recalling the words of Condorcet, a philosopher While the Church has a longand

of the French Revolution: State schools objectively nedtustrious tradition of educating Muslims, Muslims themselves
independent schools because these, by their very existerf@/e almost no teaching tradition, so the Church shoatd
promote competition and thereéogquality. fear competition from Muslim schools. Unfortunately, because
[...] of an overriding atmosphere of fi@al correctness, this is not
The Catholic Church has a mandatory educational mission. Stiscussed openly, and so the issue of public funding of sshool
cannot choose not to educate. Jesus Christ himself stresseddhahoice is just swept under the carpet.

his disciples had an educational mission with regard to &ll.]

nations. Nevertheless, after the Second World War, Europeans showed
[...] the same concern as the Church for the need to protect children
Governments are using their regutgtgpower and the State and families from antieligious persecution by the State. The
curricul a t o promot e new figtr BurgpgeansD&clardtion& bear thd markt of ehe dreadfub r
scientifically proven theories and politicadrrectness. experience D the National Socialist or Communist
[...] persecutions of religious families and schools. We knew that
In no circumstanceshsuld the Church act as a proay tool expelling God from schools was in no way neutral or harmless.
for the State educational system. She is not a pgelivice For the State to deprive children of God in their fundamental
provider. She invented the University, and gave birth timtellectual and human formatios a violation against
modern science. She inspired the greatest artists who have @vgidren. The State was cutting them off from their families,
lived. The first State high schools were modelled on thend from their historical and cultural roots, thereby deliberately
creating spiritual orphans. The first
postwar European and international
declarations tried to preventhis
injustice ever happening again and
families saw their right to a plurality of
educational options acknowledged.

This is a contradiction because,
according to the Convention, in a
democracy the variety of education on
offer has to be pluralistiffrom a

religious and pedagogical point of
view). This does not mean that the

education itself has to be pluralistic.

In requiring that the environment and
the content had to be pluralistic, the
second section of the Court concluded
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that the crucifix had @ be removed[from Italian

schools] Paradoxically, this conception of pluralit
leads to the monopoly of secularism. The reason
seems to be the following: democracy mea|
educational pluralism, which means religiol
neutrality and therefore no religisusigns in State
schools. In the minds of the judges, true pluralism ¢
only flourish in a relativist environment and a secul
and public framework.

[...]

From this new perspective, the resolution of t
Council of Europe dares to give a new definitioin

the guardianship of parents. Parents are free to ¢
their children an education consistent with thg
religious and philosophical beliefs fin as much as

they are compatible with the fundamental values of {

Council of Eur op e thepowehto
the judges to deem whe
agreeable with those of the Council of Europe. This

will undoubtedly Ilead to nwhyltalFlewen qoynges deglared publicglhy dhaty thisy o
parents continue to be able to give their children an educati@Cision was not acceptable. Several countries stated that the
compatible with Catblic faith and morals? Or will it be Christian faith was the root of European identity and values,
assessed as a too o6intol er 2RdtE therg @6 ng Gorsenpus an; the Aefigipys neutealifty,of o
be barred by the Stat@hat is the question. education. This issue was an opportunity to Teiterate that
[..] secularism is not_a general p.r|n0|ple agreed_ upon in the
More generally, one feels in the resolution of the Council gfuropean Conventiofthe neutrality of a State with regard
Europe, a suspicion towards private schools; much more (s€ducation should not be assinsited to secularism, which
required from them than from public schools. Why do thi$ @ political position that is anything but neutral.
recommendations of quality control in the resolution target te- ) o )

private schoolsand not the public ones? Regarding the podePne idea Whlch_ is Wldespreadlls _that a school should ensure
quality of State school s ( i8fualFopppiuities foroafl. This,idea haganetq sprgagd pplyy
recommendations be superfluous? Why does the resolution AfRund ten years ago but it isow everywhere. Ithas

incite member States to put in place an independent quaf erseded other concepts such as meritocracy a_nd the concept
control body to prevent thevaluation unit being both player IN erited from the parable of the Talents |nAthe Bible that one
and referee? Why should the suspicion on curricula aggh oul d develop oneds full p
methods target only private schools? The same question ariBggormance of a school system is totally absent from universal
about the physical and psychological integrity of children #& Europ@n instruments. Member States do not recognise any
well as the communitarian segregation. Haveldren never obl|gat_|on to a_II_ow stu(_jents to excel, that is to say to Qevelop
been abused in State schools? This suspicion against the vafile§1€ir capacities. This creates a huge waste of compiete

of civil society in relation to education prevails in a number gt School and in society.

countries: there have been, for example, recquatlicial

[.] devaluation of the traditional mission of the school, which is to

ltalian school revealed to the world the danger of thePfthe importance of transmitting values or shaping behaviours.
prevailing ideological tendencies held by these judges. Tisis the case in the resolution of the parliamentary assembly

arousedstrong opposition and raised a strong awareness of fhd t he Council of Europe whic

problemTen countries asikcaditae oYl fRvoydrsthespiaiection and promotion of the
fundamental rights, the democratic citizenship and social

c ohesi on.réssetlVdreapblitical and edonomic
objectives. The importance of transmitting
fundamental knowledge, the formation of reasoning,
on culture besides its political dimension, is neglected.
[...]

Our school system is becoming intellectually weaker
and weaker rrd more moralising and intrusive in the
conscience of students than it has ever been. The
stress on a moralising approach (which requires that
students conform to the values of the Council of
Europe), united with a weaker formation of the mind,
leads to armpproach more akin to the conditioning of
minds than to anything elsk.

(Pictures anticlockwise,-pages:
Mrs Anne Coffinier. Judges at the European Court
Human Rights. The Pri me
Cameron reaslto children as part of$ave The
Childrenevent. Crucifix in a classroom.)
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Value ofClassics in education today

By Seminarian Seth, FSSBefore entering our international seminary in Nebraska five years ago, Seth completed a doctorate i
Classics in Oxford. He discusses fowry the wisdom of the Ancients, as experienced in his formation.

Greek language and literature. Throughout my studiesxercises, matures @merfects the principal faculties of mind
people would constant | y aadskirit fthsharpeids\Whk wits and gives kgeonass of udgmemt.
todowi t h that ?6 The i ncr edul dthelpstheoyoung nund to grase things dceuately and dewklopc
they had already decided the answer to the quediarning a true sense of values. It is also a means for teaching highly
dead languages was a complete waste of time and money. intelligent thought ash speech\{eterum Sapienti§2).
I would always bristle somewhat at the suggestion that then t he document 6s accompanyin
point of a university education is exclusively practical, as if then extensive syllabus of ancient texts with which the
only reason for learning anything was to put it to use in treeminarian should be familiar in the original language, and
workplace. All the same, when | finally embarked on formatioaxtended this recommendation to other instiugi of Catholic
for the priesthood at a traditional seminary, | took a certagducation. For an example of the sort of thing that was
mischievous pride in pointing out that | would be using mgnvisioned, one might look at the traditional Jesuit formation
Latin and Greek every day t progmmngehwhich included tve geare & cladsdics before any
Readers will hardly be surprised to hear that Latin has philosophy or theology (see, for instance, the entertaining
prominent place at the FSSP seminaries. Jdyiest account of Fr McGloin, SJ,I 6| | Di e, Bruceugh
seminarians, who otherwise have relatively few academiublishing, Milwaukee, 1955
demands since the emphasis is more on building good habitfefhaps today such a syllabus will seem to many more like a
prayer and community pious aspiration than a

Before entering guinary, | did a degree in Latin and It is a most effective training for the pliant minds of youth. It

life, are nonetheless put
through their paces with

genuine possibility. Yet
what it does is emphasise

intense Latin classes. | the intrinsic value not
Relentless  drills in | only of studying the
grammar and vocabulary | languages but also of
in the earlier stages [ post- reading even non

o
ndfum  oxe,

prepare them for later [ s o manibus e Christian literature in the

reading original Latin n o Cls ,é;;;;,,q 1, 3 original Latin and Greek.
i e Ape® 8O | di 7S disg, dixit, .

texts, whether from the i S W7 s suest ltem | ey SO0 MESE I Such studies are deemed

i
, consecrationiy o OMmneg, Pite, ot bibite
,",lu, tenens i”"ln l;);;cr.; calic ko
Clevatym CPte et
m., .

4 oot
W7 ot on " %
i pnint Calix S

.5 énti: m
& ,‘,glam mystén. ei’ novj et
'!:"l'ullis et Pro myjqes um =4

to be formative in
themselves, and not only
for those training for the

Vulgate Bible or St
Thomas Aquinas. Once
students hava reached a |

high level of competence, o Lsaine - . i ¢ sacred priesthood, but
they may attend the " e i - Peceagg €tur indeed in a secular
6Latin semin  urbie PROIES CoREaIES education as well. Iwhat

Cens Hicem Super ¢g,

we read more challenging follows, | will briefly
works  and practise sketch out what | see as
translating from English to Latin. For the braver souls, thetthe main educational benefits of classics.

are even opportunities for Latin conversation over Saturd&jyrstly, everyone admits that learning ancient languages helps
lunchor recreational walks. us to understand and improve the use of our native language.
This may seem like a lot, and no doubt for the lesSrammar is very seldom, if at algught in schools today, with
linguistically-minded seminarians, it can be a cross to bear. Bilite result that anyone entering higher education or even the
the importance of Latin in our formation is hardly to bevorkplace must often undergo a certain remedial training if
underestimated. At the very minimum, a cleric must have they are to write at the required standard. But it is much easier,
basic grasp of the Missal and Divine Office which he prayand certainly far more enjoyable, tonderstand our own
daily. On the other hand, a cleric versed in Latin will find hgrammar through studying that of a different language; and if
has access to the Churchds thisnstaue o studying any arguabeeir is all the rmoredriie ofv r
that can only be understood to their fullest sense in the originahguages like Latin or Greek which place a high demand on
language. the comprehension of morphology and syntax. Initaddg

In fact, so important is Latin for seminarians that in théhere is great benefit (and fascination) in tracing the roots of
Apostolic ConstitutionVeterum Sapienti@ 6t he wi s dmomeafn ttlaRemguages. Oneds natiwv
ancientsao, February 22, 1 9 alough Btodpirgg cl&ssical JamduagesXiXchn rememiemeas a t
t hat 6no one is to be admi sixteengearbldbtakinghgeeat defightdnyusing &ll kipdh of lolegs o
theologyexcept he be thoroughly grounded in this language n d (to me ) i mpressive words
and capable of wusing itodé (Aol ylpndbdeodh,0 thaol d gwoius dsopp
be taught in Latin and using Latin textbooks. Greek, too, exposed to Latin and Greek.

required at seminaries (at Denton, seminarians must takeSacondly, as the passage frleterum Sapientiguoted above
least one year of Ge&, with more available). indicat es, t he studynsoft hteh ersi
Thi s document points t tRénding abLatio ardseeek serdenae icam dd ai liitle like punztd
educational valued of t wlVirgy, srequirmg andidevelopird) umendat organisatiob. dt $s ifod e
practical. St John XXIII noted: this reason that many employers are in fact very keen to have

o]
he
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classicists in their icrormplasmya maeleeGipone® ©Dhe tpheer c@rieveeld mi nd
of the subject. For example, in recent years GCHQ has haddtama, whether it be the intense horror aa&/ power of
entry-scheme specifically for classics graduates. tragedy or the blend of sophistication and bawdiness in
Thirdly, an ability to read texts in Latin and Greek opens up ammmedy; we will never altogether grasp Roman thought until
unparalleled cultural heritage which can only be trulwe pl ace ourselves i n t he C
appreciatedn the languages in which they were written. lhave r at i on s . The 6deadd | anguage

already mentioned the ecclesiastical writings that belong to thkve the nonuments of the past.

Churchdéds incomparabl e tr adi Initherntera®iantwittHtbempast,,we $evjpably find both,a P
Aristotle, Cicero, Vergil, Horace (to but a few)... these writersameness and a difference. For example,llthé of Homer

are the beabck of our civilisation, whose great works were(probably composed c.750 BC) brings into stark relief the
seminal for centuries of literary achievements since. ongoing preoccupation of man with his own mortality by
Incidentally, since the Church Fathers were themselvestting before our eyes Achilles, a hero faced with the unique
immersed in these pagan writers, there is an indirect senseclmice of either inglorious immortality or a glorious but short
which we can claim them as parft@ur Christian background life. We see him rage beyond reason at a slight by
too. When St Jerome and St Augustine trade blows in théigpamemnon; we see him grieve terribly at the death of his
letters, for example, they do so via subtle allusions to writefidend Patroclus; weee in the midst of his thirst for revenge on

like Vergil that the modern reader can easily miss. The FathePsat r oc | us 0 killer, Hector, f
it is true, often wrestled with how mudhe Christian oughtto encount er with Hectords fathe
use pagan literature and philosophy, but a popular image wamsotion and reason, sin and redemption, social obligations: it
that of the Israelites taking the precious jewellery from this all there.

Egyptians: sourcing the best to be at the service of the hoBut we cannot escaghe differencé and this indeed is part of
They often saw these writings and the mythdasgithey the very magic. For all that the authors capture the perennial
enshrined as a sort of preparation for the gentiles before tmncerns of the human race, ancient Greek and Roman society
coming of Christ; in the same way, the pagan classics can seisstill decidedly remote from our own, even more so than the
as a stepping stone for the Christian on his way to the trBegland of Chaucer and &kespeare. It is this difference as
wisdom of the Gospel.

As St John the XXIII writes
at the bemning of Veterum
Sapientia .
The wisdom of the ancient
world, enshrined in Greek
and Roman literature, and |ga
the truly memorable |
teaching of ancient peoples, [M&#
served, surely, to herald the [
dawn of the Gospel which |
Godbés Son, "t
teacher of grace dntruth, -
the light and guide of the
human race," proclaimed on
earth. Such was the view of
the Church Fathers and
Doctors. In these outstanding literary monuments of antiquityell as sameness that allows us to gain a new and, | think,
they recognized man's spiritual preparation for the supernatuéigeper appreciation of our own world, just as travelling to a
riches which @sus Christ communicated to mankind "to givdoreign continent gives new perspectives on where we grew up.
history its fulfilment." Thus the inauguration of Christianity didindeed, this must have been somewasathe ancient Athenians
not mean the obliteration of man's past achievements. Nothifigmselves felt on watching tragedies: the moral dilemmas of
was lost that was in any way true, just, noble and beautififle tragic hero or heroine would have spoken to the spectator

(11). concerning his own choices and behaviour, but they could do
It is true thatone can read many of the greatest works g0 precisely because they were conveyed thrdughe 6 s a f
translation, and | strongly recommend it. But anyone wh@e di um o f my t h set In t he

embarks upon learning the ancient languages does not tageponsibilities are all the greater for him being a king; but
long to discover how utterly remote those translations often dftere were no kings in the audience at the first performance of
from the force of the originaEven the beginner in Greek, forSophocl eso6 pl ays) .

example, must grapple with ©neouseworkatany litesaryiest to@ef thestput pf&; dut 6 p a
that are utterly untranslatable but express such rich strandsadien you have poured out sweat over the confusing- verb
thought. Or who can adequately express the distinction figrms, have teased out the difficult grammatical constructions,
Aristotl eds met avyaioyssnouns derbveeltheeyen coomei dered the effects
from the verb o6to bed t hat veidaiger thenyoy find vety greakrewards indeed thdago | ¢
In Latin poetry, how do we find a way to bring out the punsdfeyond mere practical applica
Ovid, or the subtle nuances of Horace?

Engaging with ancient languages and texts moreover brin@cture left: Words of Consecration in the Roman Missal. Above:
enjoyment and rewards in its own right. The mind isMagna Carta. Salisbury Cathedral

transported across boundaries of time and place in a way fmin this original issue. It was written in Latin by hand, by an expert

. . cribe,on vellum, in this case, sheepskin. Next June will be th& 800
textbook can ever capture. Nothing quite expresses tﬁﬁniversar;’i but who can still read the text?)
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Liberal educationand theconversionof England

By Justin Shaw, a trustee and former chairman of Civitas, the Institute for the Study of Civil Society. HiF hevilsnination
of Merton Browneand Ten Weeks in Africa (Sceptregxamine the human impact of educational deprivation, corruption, and
maral relativism.

Curriculum by Professor David Conway, and Robere ngagement with the truths of
Peal 6 frogressivddly Worsetell the story of the co mmonl y reached, 6 Newman wro
expansion of liberal education in Britain from the midthrough the imagination, byenans of di r ect it
nineteenth to the mitdventieth century, and its subsequenh i st or vy, by description. 6- Tht
rapid retreat. It is a story that has profound significance fatilitarian intellectuals valued as a natural virtue of the mind,
Catholics, not simply because the Church is stilpoesible enabl i ng o6al l men to |ive in
for running many of the UKOSgbhtbhpoNswmbnot r édgte haremptic®alft & lo
apologists, most notably Blessed John Henry Newmasypernatural grace.
contributed enormously to the defence of classical human&str nol ddéds practi cal recommenda
education in Victorian times, thereby helping to build dargely based on what he and his associates witnessed in
political and admiistrative consensus in its favour which wasschools in Prussia and France during their official visits as
to last for almost a century. By contrast, it is unsurprising th®arliamentary commissioners: a d&sal curriculum
the abandonment of traditional educational standards since Hupplemented with more recent history and literature, modern
nineteersixties has gone hand languages, religious studies,

Taken together,Liberal Education and the National significance, since he regarded this as vital to a fruitful

in-hand with the collapse of the mathematics and the
Chur choés inmelecadl sciences. As well as
influence in British public life. advocating what today would
Professor Con be call ed a o
analyses the confluence of idea basedb©d or -rbkhoév
and personalities which expose( curriculum,  Arnold also

the poor state of English and believed that the State must
Welsh parochial schools in 18509 take charge of primary

and 1860s, and agitated fo education in England, which
intelligent  reform.  Wherea otherwise would be left in the
Newman wrote in defence of hands of the dreaded puritans.
liberal  education at the Arnol ddés view pr
university, Matthew Arnoldi s the Forster Act of 1870

son of Thomas Arnold, the|*} introduced the principle of
famous headmaster of Rugly universal, statsubsidised

was the leading figure of the| education for all children
movement to improve [ & aged 5 to 13 7 a practice
elementary schooling. Arnold which became compulsory
urged his contemporaries (with some exemptions) from

1880.
In Liberal Education and the

address whahe regarded as thej| :
morbid condition of English (8
artistic and moral ¢

intellectual, National Curriculum

culture, fearing that the narro Professor Conway follows
provincialism of so many [¥8 the development of the
teacher s, and | Arnoldian curriculum and its

Puritanism, 86 wli associated public exams, as

had blighted even elite culturalf they underwent various
life in England since he | extensions and reforms under
seventeenth  century, would™ Edwardian, intewar, and
prevent the emergence of a postwar governments.

culturally literate workineclass, essential to the success o€Eonway 6 s v i e w-maligned Natomnal Qurhicelummu ¢
Britainbs gradually evol vi nigtrodueethbyctmeaCongervative Education Secyekenneth
While Arnol dés objectives wRakeein d988 Was itoeall tntentsrandnmpurposes nuat raidother
certainly had nothing to do with @wlic evangelisation, the updat ed ver sion of Arnoldés a
two men were in agreement about the importance of tmeould have been regarded at any time between 1870 and 1960
classical liberal curriculum. For a cultural conservative likas entirely unexceptionable, not only by the education
Arnold, such an education was an indispensible source edtablishmet but by almost all teachers and parents.

coherent, integrated knowledge about the world, iesdtiure, Indeed, looking back on that period from our own perspective,
thought and history. A literary and humanist education washat is most striking is the solid consensus about the basic
also an unmatched means of cultivating the imagination, gaoestion of what children should be taught at school. It was not
essential guarantee of humanity in an age of utilitarianisrsimply that Catholics ahnonrCatholics worked towards many
positivism and materialism. For Newman the emphasis ai the same objectives. Just as importantly, egalitarians and
developing awell-informed imagination carried additional socialists regarded the classical heritage as a means of
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liberating the workineclass and enabling all me
and women to achieve their potential.

If a classtal education had equipped the traditionf
ruling class to rule, so the argument went, thg

period,
demonstrating  that
child-centred
methods and the

those seeking to replace or join them must begin absence of
internalising the artistic excellence, psychologic knowledge were
acuity, and penetrating philosophy which classicj har mi ng chi|

art andliterature embodied. This view was share
by socialist revolutionaries, including Leni
hi mself, who upheld th d Byshe tinaenKénneth
capitalist 6 |iitbbe mahifestlye 3 ‘ Baker tried to use the
superior to the OProlecultd material pr omo tlasvdto bmpose on
some Bolshe¥s. In a similar vein, Gramsci, the father of theschools the sort of curriculum that teachers in previous decades
New Left, spoke of the need of the proletariat for &ad regarded as obvious comreense, the civil service was

development, was
simply ignored.

disinterested, classical humanism. determined to make sure that his ideas would never see the
By contrast, the principal theorist of Italian Fascism, Giovantight of day in a workable form. First his national curriculum
Gentil e, who was al so Rublisswabk gutted @fsits academdc tcontdht in & seties of comrhittees

Instruction, introduced reforms to the school curriculum igontrolled by establishment figures; then its -tiagay
1923 which encouraged spontaneity, disdained intellectualismmplementation was sabotaged by an avalanche of paperwork.
and promoted ideas and beliefs over facts, figures, names s, after a delaof about a century, the central plank of
datesiran approach summed up | nArGrealtd d =idmraelyb thegexpectatioh Tteat theh divit g
isfor mat i ve, not iinfor mat i ve.serviceandthe academy could be relied on to support his fight
Unfortunately for the children of the Englisipeaking agai nst t he 0 e nasmuceessfully subvertedy mi
democracie$ and by a curious twist in the history of radicaland the philistine antintellectualism which Arnold and his
thoughtii t was Gentil ebds att it uarempocariesféaned sotmuah,rhad beconte enBenchedswithind
which was to dominate the pesta r L eproaich $o the pthe apparatus of central power.

curriculum, teaching methods and school discipline, and Ry contrast with Arnold, Newman, if he were alive today,
bring an abrupt end to the consensus which had sustained wimaild hardly be surprised that the educational establishment,
expansion of humanist education since the middle of tlmcreasingy hostile towards religious or philosophical truth,
previous century. had lost the will to ensure the transmission of complex and
This cul t uriéeé abandonrpentdfdu@atiom tis it demanding forms of learning, or that the humanities had
had been universally understood in previous eras, and dsclined in lockstep with religious belief. Correspondingly, if
replacement with a childentred process essentialyhne coul d a dCathobice how etodresgodds to this
unconnected with the mastery of traditional academic subjestituation, Newman would no doubt urge us to fix our sights
iis the subject oFfrogréssiviely Wdrse Prca maodieson tketlosigng renaissance of classical humanism,
Pealsummaries the educational ideology which has triumphexs providing the cultural and imaginative framework most
over the last half century in the UK as chdéntred rather than conducive to the restoration of Catholic exdiesis and
teacherled; opposed to the transmission of coherent bodies @évotion.

complex knowledge, which are regarded as unimportant to . . . .
c h? L dr e m% §f ndt actuaﬂyigoppressive' oppF())sed to rofessor David Conwayiberal Education and the National

o o S - iculum(Civitas, 2010)
discipline and moral formation; and pessimistically committe urricu . ) .

to the view (historically %b%ztgiqlpﬁogr%sﬂvelmofs% Thg Bugdgnof Badldegs,in; ¢
the outcome of education is predetermined by the soci ritish SchoolCivitas, 2014)

economic background of the thi . . _ . . .
In the field of education, as in that of family policy, the victor Pictures: Portrait of Cardinal Newman at the Blaail Portrait

of radical anthumanism has been extraordinarily rapid an allery in Lor)don, commented upon by Fr de Malleray.durlng
compl et e. Peal 6s vivid acc cf"rbaﬁtttoqr%hﬁd Qvlgarnlﬂgmblctarpgé)rayﬁr%([f)vx@ F“&Se rs
liberal education were consistently hoodwinked and outflank&?}ommur"t_y College n LelcesteP.opg engdu:_t ; Vi melet!ng.

by the advocates of the amiowledge agenda, who droveSCh°°| children at Twickenham during his visit to Britain in
their revolution forward with a remarkable September 201p

combination of strategic consistency and tactical
adroitness. Radicals gained ascendency, during the
middle decades of the twentieth century, over
teacher trming colleges and university education
departments, the Department of Education, the
teaching unions and the broad mass of teachgrs,
until by the 1980s the majority of parents, too,
could be relied upon to acquiesce in thegoing
reinvention of educatimo

Those who defended the right of children to [a
liberal education were driven to the margins of
public debate by a succession of official reports
promoting the new orthodoxy which wer
supported enthusiastically by the press, by all
0 r i-tghhitn k i lectuals, andttle educatio
establishment. The increasingly impressive body (of
empirical evidence which grew up throughout th|s
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